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Minutes of the Atalaya Elementary School PTA Meeting 
August 29, 2017 
 
Attendees: 

1. President – Lisa Roach (not present) 
2. Treasurer – Lisa McCabe 
3. Secretary – Alexandra Ladd 
4. VP, Volunteer Coordinator – Valerie 

Martinez (not present) 
5. VP, Communications – David Jondreau 
6. Kate Diaz – Principal/Parent 
7. Rachel Kulllman – Parent 
8. Samantha Imus – Parent 

9. Deborah Skinner – Teacher 
10. Laura Sanchez – Teacher 
11. Bart Ramey – Teacher 
12. Angelique Armijo-Ortiz – Teacher/Parent  
13. Rose Dalton –Teacher 
14. Vic Nelson – Teacher 
15.  
 

 
 

 
I. Call to Order/Welcome and Introductions – David Jondreau called the meeting to order at 

5:03 p.m. 
 

II. Shout Outs – Parents commended the Principal, teachers and staff for getting the new year off 
to a great start and keeping all the moving parts in order.  

 
III. Approval of Minutes from May 2017 – Minutes were approved. 
    
IV. PTA Business 

• Introduction of New Board – David Jondreau was introduced as the PTA’s newest board 
member. David will be heading up communications for the board, managing the website 
and getting messages out to the community. Principal Diaz introduced the rest of the board 
members who were present, Lisa McCabe and Alexandra Ladd. She mentioned that the 
board is looking for one or two more people to fill the other seats as Bridget Bunch has 
decided not to serve any longer. The commitment is not a big one – monthly meetings in 
addition to the monthly PTA meetings. Alexandra made the observation that the Atalaya 
PTA is an inclusive organization – all parents and care givers are considered members and 
anyone who comes to the meetings can vote. 

• Treasurer’s Report – Lisa McCabe presented the Treasurer’s Report – at the end of July, 
the PTA had a balance of $32,112. She explained that the PTA raises money for the year 
ahead. The approved budget for 2017-18 entails raising about $77,000. With $65,000 in 
expenses, $12,000 of profit will be achieved. Principal Diaz also talked about how funds 
raised by the PTA are used. Teacher stipends ($250 per classroom) are provided so that 
teachers, including specials teachers, can buy the “extras” that the district budget won’t 
support for their classrooms. She also talked about grade-level “Traditions” which are 
activities provided above and beyond the regular classroom curriculum. For instance, first 
graders do “Talking Hands/Talking Feet” which combines music and movement with topics 
related to nature, animals, and people. Third grade participates in the National Dance 
Institute (NDI) school based program which culminates in a professionally produced 
performance every Spring that features 500 dancers. Other traditions include: El Otro Lado 
(5th grade) and Campout with the Principal for the sixth grade. The grades without 
traditions will work this year to establish new ones. 
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• Website –David Jondreau encouraged to use the new site! www.atalayapta.org. Check it 
out! There is a school events calendar and all of the PTA information is archived on the site. 
There is also a “donation” button (hint, hint).  

• Fundraising Report – Principal Diaz described all the fundraising events to new parents, 
with Turkey Trot being the biggest. Parents were encouraged to sponsor Turkey Trot 
and/or help raise sponsorships from local businesses.  Fall Festival is another event that 
requires a lot of hands on deck as each classroom hosts their own activity during the event. 
For this new year, the PTA is going to organize a family dinner event for each quarter like 
last year’s Spaghetti Dinner, where tickets were sold and students acted as the servers. One 
parent, with restaurant connections, offered to help organize so that each dinner has a 
different theme, type of food and focus. There is a need to hype Amazon Smile – an easy 
way to get small donations for the PTA! The group agreed that instructions for using 
Amazon Smile needed to be distributed as well as the possibility of setting up a “Go Fund 
Me” account for the playground improvements. 

• Volunteering – Ms. Diaz talked to the group about acting as class liaisons for their child’s 
classroom. The classroom liaison helps to organize volunteers and coordinate with the PTA 
to ensure that community events and fundraising efforts are well supported. Three parents 
volunteered.  

 
V. Upcoming Events  

• Pet Parade – Saturday, September 9, 8:30am. Families meet at St Francis Parking Lot and 
line up for the parade that starts at 9. The theme is “Turkey” as in “Turkey Trot.” Bring well-
behaved pets. Wear your Atalaya “bling” and if you don’t have any, T-shirts from past Atalaya 
events will be provided. 
• Teacher Appreciation Lunch (Sixth Grade) – Friday, September TBD. Cheryl Farrar, Atalaya 
Kindergarten teacher has been organizing monthly potluck lunches provided by classroom 
families grade by grade.   
• Back to School Bash – September 23, 2017 @ Herb Martinez Park. An event organized by 
the District to celebrate the new year with music, food and activities. 
• Junk in the Trunk – October 7, 2017 @ Atalaya parking lot. Reserve your space for $25 and 
clean out the garage. Proceeds support year-end achievement awards including new bicycles 
for students who show the greatest leaps. 

 
VI. Site Advisory Committee (SAC) – Composed of 11 members (5 parents, 5 teachers, Ms Diaz), 

the SAC is responsible for making budget decisions that are discretionary, as well as other site-
related decisions. Right now the committee needs more parent volunteers and Ms Diaz 
encourages any parents who want to get involved in supporting the school’s functionality to 
contact her.  

 
VII. Matters from the Floor – None. 

 
VIII. Adjourn – The meeting was adjourned at approx. 6:43 p.m.  


