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Minutes of the Atalaya Elementary School PTA Meeting 

April 18, 2017 

 

Attendees: 

1. President – Kate Diaz, Principal 

2. Treasurer – Lisa McCabe 

3. VP/Volunteer Coordinator – Valerie 

Martinez 

4. Secretary – Alexandra Ladd 

5. VP/Fundraising – Bridget Bunch  

6. VP/Communications – Lisa Roach 

7. Patty Thomson, parent 

8. David Jondreau, parent 

9. Tai Ayers, parent 

10. Samantha Imus, parent 

11. Mariel Garcia, parent 

12. Rose Dalton, Atalaya parent/teacher 

13. Laura Sanchez, Atalaya teacher 

14. Deborah Skinner, Atalaya teacher 

15. Charlene Abeyta, Atalaya teacher 

16. Doug Schellstede, parent 

17. Amanda Mendez, parent 

18. Jen Scott, parent 

19. Adria Dorko, parent 

 

 

I. Call to Order – The meeting was called to order at 5:37 p.m. by PTA President Kate Diaz.   

  

II. Open Forum (opportunity for any meeting attendee to introduce new ideas, ask questions, 

and raise concerns) – This item was skipped. 

 

III. Student Performance – Atalaya’s younger grades provided a concert in the cafeteria before 

the meeting.  

 

IV. Approval of Minutes from March 21, 2017 - Copies of the minutes from the March 21, 

2017 meeting were circulated and approved. 

 

V. Presentation of Draft 17-18 Budget - Lisa McCabe presented the draft budget and 

discussed the organization of spending categories – staff stipends, continuing education for 

staff and teachers, backpack program, and grade level traditions.  

 

VI. PTA Business 

 Fundraising Report – Other fundraising efforts were discussed for next year – holding 

quarterly dinners with different themes, revenues from aftercare enrichment, selling T-

shirts and other spirit items at school events, promoting the “donation” button on the 

school’s website and highlighting Amazon Smile. The group also discussed how to boost 

participation in meetings such as giving kids whose parents attend meetings a homework 

pass or free dress day. All money from the raffle tickets is due on May 1st and the 

drawing will be held at the May 5th Picnic on the Green at St John’s.  

 Treasurer’s Report –  Lisa McCabe reported that $32,375 was in the bank account and 

that the raffle proceeds had brought in $2,000 so far. Teachers still needed to be paid for 

enrichment activities but most big expenses have been paid. 

 Nominating Committee – Alexandra Ladd reported that a nominating committee had 

been set up to nominate PTA board members for next year. One VP position and the 

Treasurer position are open. On May 16th, 2017 the PTA will vote in the nominated 

names. 



DRAFT for Review 

April 18, 2017 

 

2 

 

 Parent Commitees – Kate Diaz reported that the Playground Committee was in the 

process of meeting with the SFPS District representatives and the contractor to discuss 

steps for the playground renovation. The focus is to stretch the $75,000 outlay from the 

State of NM beyond replacing the basketball court and dealing with the outstanding 

drainage issues. To raise money, Cowgirl BBQ is hosting Atalaya on Tuesday, April 25 

so that 25% of sales will be donated to the school and designated for the playground. 

Another issue is the Turkey Trot and how to run the race more effectively and 

professionally without having to incur higher expenses. Or focusing on securing higher 

level sponsorships earlier to cover expenses so that all the race proceeds can be directed 

to the school. 

 

VII. SAC & Principal’s Report – Principal/SAC Report was provided by Principal Diaz. She 

described to the new parents the role of the SAC which is to provide guidance and feedback 

to the Principal. Acting as the advisory body for the budget is the group’s most important 

function which includes determining priorities for limited funds and providing support for 

the Principal’s budget defense. For 17-18, the budget as proposed was accepted by the 

District’s Budget Defense Committee but the District doesn’t have definitive budget 

commitments from the state so it’s not guaranteed. One certainty is that with current 

enrollment levels, there will only be one sixth grade teacher for next year. The alternative 

was to cut specials and no-one was willing to risk losing art, music, PE, or computer lab. All 

specials teachers were brought up to .7 time. Title money was lost which had been used to 

pay for school counseling and a professional nurse. Right now, the principal and health aide 

are providing counseling services as Ms Judy was injured and the District won’t allow 

substitute teaching funds used for counseling. Principal Diaz is committed to finding 

Medicaid funds to make up the difference for next year. In short, Atalaya came out well.  

 

VIII.  Upcoming Events – Given the late hour, this item was not discussed. 

 

IX. Adjourn –The meeting was adjourned at 7:05 p.m.  


