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Minutes of the Atalaya Elementary School PTA Meeting 
August 30, 2016 
 
Attendees: 

1. President - Alexandra Ladd 
2. President-Elect – Michael Castor 

VP/Volunteer Coordinator – Valerie 
Martinez 

3. VP/Communications – Lisa Roach 
4. Principal – Kate Diaz 
5. Michaelene Sargent, parent 
6. Kenilyn Chew, parent 
7. Lisa Alejandro, parent 
8. Julie Gilbert, parent 
9. Rachel Kullman, parent 
10. Valerie Martinez, parent 
11. Laura Sanchez, Atalaya teacher 
12. Jen Scott, parent 
13. Contessa Archuleta, parent 
14. Maggie Maddux, parent 
15. Liz Ehrnst, parent 
16. Lindsey Lutz, parent 
17. Rose Dalton, parent 

18. Adria Dorko, parent 
19. Janelle Maestas, teacher 
20. Cassandra Romero, teacher 
21. Charlene Abeyta, teacher 
22. Russ Baker, parent 
23. Deborah Sie, parent 
24. Justin Hoffman, parent 
25. Jessica West, parent 
26. Leif West, parent 
27. Amanda Mendez, parent 
28. Elizabeth Mueller, teacher 
29. April Grettner, parent 
30. Patty Thomson, parent 
31. Maite Redondo, parent 
32. Tai Ayers, parent 

 
 

 

 
 

 
I. Call to Order/Welcome and Introductions – PTA President Alexandra Ladd called the 

meeting to order at 5:36 p.m. 
 

II. Shout Outs – Alexandra Ladd introduced the PTA board members for 2016-17 and thanked 
them for their volunteerism. She recognized outgoing PTA board members and commended 
them for all that they’ve done to support the school. She also gave a shout out to Michael 
Castor, who will take over the PTA presidency at the next meeting. Janelle Maestas, 6th grade 
teacher, talked about Robotics Club, for which she was able to secure a grant. The program is 
offered free of charge to 5th and 6th graders, with possible inclusion of 4th grade if there are any 
available slots. Next year, the program will compete in a competition. Beverly Harms, Atalaya’s 
speech and language therapist, introduced her plan to hold a fundraising rummage sale at the 
school on November 5th. The fees collected from the booth reservations will be used to support 
the end of year awards’ ceremony, specifically to recognize those students with the greatest 
gains in reading accomplishment. Last year, these students were awarded brand new bicycles, 
provided by the local Mason lodge. Ms. Harms will use the proceeds to support a similar type of 
award. Principal Diaz talked about how PTA funds are used to support school-wide enrichment 
activities, provide classroom stipends to help teachers with out-of-pocket costs to set up their 
classrooms, and professional development. None of these programs and activities would be 
otherwise funded as the school budget from the district is stretched far too thin meeting just 
the basic necessities of the school. 

 
III. Approval of Minutes from May 2016 - Copies of the minutes from the May 2016 meeting 

were not available so approval of the minutes will be postponed until the next meeting.    
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IV. PTA Business 
• Treasurer’s Report – The first treasurer’s report was not ready but Michael Castor, acting 

as Treasurer, provided information from the PTA bank account. The balance as of the 
meeting date is $24,771. Several large, start of the year expenses were expected to hit the 
account shortly including teacher stipends, staff professional development and payment 
for enrichment activities, including National Dance Institute (NDI) and others. 

 
V. Committee/Volunteer Reports  

• Outreach Activities – Lisa Roach and Tai Ayers talked about Atalaya’s Facebook Page. Of 
interest was how to use the page to maximize participation, fundraising and the 
dissemination of information. Of concern was privacy and how to control the use of the 
page, specifically regarding posting pictures of children and linking images to other 
accounts.  

• Volunteering -  
• 2016 – 2017 School Supplies – Principal Diaz is organizing prepackaged Atalaya grade 

specific school supplies for purchase.  Supplies will be delivered to your student’s 
classroom at the start of the school year.  Order your student’s supplies now! 

• Playground Improvements – The first event dedicated to fundraising to pay for an SFPS-
required feasibility study/plan specific to the Atalaya playground is schedule for May 24th 
at The Cowgirl.  Hope to see you there! 

 
VI. Upcoming Events 

• Pet Parade – September 10, 8:30 am  
• Fundraising Dinner at the Cowgirl – September 13, 5:30 pm 
• 6th Grade Teacher Appreciation Lunch – September 30th 

 
VII. Matters from the Floor – None. 

 
VIII. Adjourn – The meeting was adjourned at 7:08 p.m.  


